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Health Inequalities in England before 2008 

• A lot of good indicators and measurement 
 

• Activity and some investment 
 

• Political support for action to tackle 
 

• But, evidence of  continuing widening 
• Life expectancy 
• Health outcomes 





2008 
Labour Government Commissioned the Strategic 
Review of Health Inequalities. 
 
2010  
Fair Society Healthy Lives      Report launched  
 
2010 onwards 
Conservative Government accepted. 



English Review  

 
 

• Now implementation work  





Cost of Inaction 
 

–productivity losses of  £31-33B  
–reduced tax revenue and higher 

welfare payments of £20-32B 
and  

–increased treatment costs well 
in excess of £5B. 



Policy Objectives: The Social Determinants of 
Health 
A. Give every child the best start in life  
B. Enable all children, young people and adults to 

maximise their capabilities and have control over 
their lives. 

C. Create fair employment and good work for all 
D. Ensure a healthy standard of living for all 
E. Create and develop healthy and sustainable 

places and communities 
F. Strengthen the role and impact of ill-health 

prevention  
 



Implementation  

 



How do we get health equity prioritised and 
partnership approaches embedded 

Local Government very enthusiastic 
 

• 75% of local authorities health strategies are 
based on Marmot Review 
 

• We have worked with many Local Governments 
and 7 partnerships in depth 
 
 



NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 

• Accepted the approach 
• Have prioritised health inequalities 

 
• BUT,  
• Policies don’t tackle inequalities in sdh 
• Very quickly slips off agenda 



National government’s response to Marmot 
review  
 

Public Health White Paper accepted: 
• the need to address the social determinants 

of health 
• The life course approach  
• the importance of the social gradient  
• and approved the use of proportionate 

universalism  



Health and Social Care Act 2012 

 
• Legal duties to reduce health 

inequalities for the first time across 
whole NHS and health system 

 
 



Limitations of the government’s response for 
implementation of Marmot Review 
 

• Did not accept the minimum income for 
health living recommendations 
 

• Policies not been looked at for health 
equity impact – eg austerity, cuts 
 

• Department of Health on board, but other 
departments?? 



• Vulnerable/most 
excluded – increasing 
 

• Those at risk of chronic 
exclusion increasing 
 

• Economic context and 
welfare reforms will 
likely widen inequalities  
 



Evidence from previous economic downturns 
suggests that population health will be affected: 

• More suicides and attempted suicides; possibly more 
homicides and domestic violence 

• Fewer road traffic fatalities 
• An increase in mental health problems, including 

depression and possibly lower levels of wellbeing 
• Worse infectious disease outcomes such as TB + 

HIV 
• Negative longer-term mortality effects 
• Health inequalities are likely to widen 

 



The Role of Health Professionals 
 
 Report and leading 
programme of action to 
2014 and beyond with 
health professionals 
organisations 
 



WHO Review on social determinants of health 
and the health divide in Europe 



Life expectancy in countries in the WHO 
European Region, 2010 (or latest available) 

Source: WHO Health for all database, 2012  



The health divide and 
health inequities, males 

Persistence of health inequities in Sweden 

The widening of health inequities in 
the Russian Federation 



Mortality of children younger than five years 
of age by household deprivation 





Association between social expenditure and poor self 
reported health by educational group, males 
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Do something... do more... do better 
 

• ��If countries have very little in place in terms of 
policies on social determinants of health, 
“some” action matters. 

• ��Where policies do exist, they can be improved 
to deal with large and persistent health 
inequities 

• ��There is scope to do better on inequities in the 
richest countries of Europe. 

 



Thank you 
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Monitoring progress:  Marmot Indicators 
 

The indicators at local authority level are:  
• life expectancy at birth;  
• children reaching a good level of development at age five;  
• young people not in employment, education or training (NEET); and,  
• percentage of people in households receiving means tested benefits. 

 
In addition there is an index showing the level of social inequalities 
within each local authority area for:  
• life expectancy at birth;  
• disability free life expectancy at birth,  
• and percentage of people in households receiving means tested 

benefits.  



Recession indicators 
4 Domains 
 EMPLOYMENT 
 

 INCOME  
 
 HOUSING 
 
 MIGRATION OF VULNERABLE FAMILIES  
 
 HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
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